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And on one side only was such a -spheie open to him The East was Roman to the Euphrates No second Mithridates could loosen the giasp with which the legions now held the civilized parts of Asia Par-thians might disturb the fioutier, but could not seriously threaten the Eastern dominions, and no advantage was promised by following on the steps of Alexandei, and annexing countries too poor to bear the cost of their maintenance To the west it was diffeieut Beyond the Alps there was still a territory of unknown extent, sti etching away to the undefined ocean, a territory peopled with waihke races, somo of whom in ages long past had swept ovei Italy and taken Rome, and had left their descendants and then name in the northern province, which was now called Cisalpine Gaul With these races the Romans had as yet no clear relations, and fiom them alone could any serious danger thi eaten the State The Gauls had for some centuries ceased then wanderings, had settled down in fixed localities They had built towns and budges, they had cultivated the soil, and had become wealthy and partly civilized With the tubes adjoining Piovence the Romans had alliances more 01 less precaiious, and had established a kind of protectorate over them But even here the inhabitants were uneasy for their independence, and troubles were continually arising with them , while into these districts and into the rest of Gaul a fresh and stoimy element was now being introduced. In earlier times the Gauls had been stronger than the Germans, and not only1 could they protect their own frontier, but they had formed settlements beyond the Rhine These relations were being changed The Gauls, as they grew m wealth, declined in vigor The Ger-